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Each student will be required to complete an assessment in Reading and Mathematics three times a year.  These 

assessment windows are approximately a month long and will be in the Fall, the Winter and the Spring.  

 

Fall:     August 17- September 30 

Winter: December 1- January 29 

Spring:  May 1- June 3 

 

Even if a student is at or above grade level during the previous assessment window, taking the assessment 

during the next window allows for further progress monitoring.  

 

If a student is not provided for the assessment during the assessment window, the student’s educational 

allowance will be frozen until the next assessment has been completed.  As a school, it is extremely important 

that student progress is monitored so that student needs can be supported. 

 

The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) is also given during early Spring 

each year.  Each student in grades 3-8 are expected to complete the CAASPP.  We thank you for you student’s 

participation in the CAASPP!  Not only does it help identify student progress but it’s participation assists TRHS 

to prove that the program is important for students and therefore should be renewed as a charter school. 

 

Your Supervising Teacher will be reaching out to schedule these assessments throughout the year. 

Character Traits 

 

September:   Responsibility    February:   Kindness 

October:  Perseverance    March:   Integrity 

November:   Gratitude    April:    Compassion 

December:   Generosity    May:    Confidence 

January:   Respect 

 

Field Trip Guidelines 

 

Field trips are a large part of the TRHS program and are tons of fun!  These trips provide social opportunities 

for the TRHS students, and they encourage extended learning opportunities out in the community.  

• All age students are welcome, unless otherwise specified. Non-student siblings may also attend with an 

accompanying parent, unless otherwise specified. If a field trip has a prescribed limit of attendees, 

students will take precedent. 

• Student fees are covered by TRHS. If there is a cost for other attendees, parents are usually asked to pay 

at the Field Trip site directly to the vendor. For some trips, payment in advance is required. When this is 
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the case, parents must arrange payment through your Supervising Teacher.  If a pre-payment for non-

student attendees is not received in a timely manner, your child may be at risk of missing the field trip. 

• When considering a field trip, please note that those that require a payment from the school will have a 

DEADLINE of when you must sign up to attend that is approximately three weeks ahead of the date of 

the trip itself. This is due to the amount of time it takes to apply for, process, and receive a check for 

vendor payment from our school's county office. 

• To sign up for a Field Trip or any other event we offer, email your Teacher. Be sure to list EVERYONE 

in your family who will be attending-- NOT just your student(s). This is necessary for us to have an 

accurate count of our total to alert a vendor, as well as an accurate dollar amount for obtaining payment. 

• If you sign up for a Field Trip, but become unable to attend, please contact your Supervising Teacher to 

have your names removed from the list. If you CANCEL BEFORE the DEADLINE, this saves TRHS 

from paying for absent students AND saves you from making any obligatory payment for non-students 

in your family who were included on the list.  Please know that many field trips have a waitlist and if 

your student does not attend once signed up and does not make their Supervising Teacher aware ahead 

of time, that prevents a student on the waitlist from going. 

• Please note any other details to remember to help make your time enjoyable--location of event, travel-

time, traffic-check ahead, weather potential, appropriate footwear, lunch needed, camera. 

• Transportation – Parents are responsible for transporting their own child to/from the Field Trip. A 

fellow student’s parents are not allowed to drive another student to the field trip unless they have 

been fingerprinted, taken the Mandated Reporter Training and received permission from that 

student’s parent.  TRHS does not use school bus transportation except in special circumstances. TRHS 

staff are not allowed to drive your child. 

During Learning Period meetings, families must also be able to provide their Supervising Teacher with a 

description of the required hours of instruction needed as per the Master Agreement each family signs at the 

beginning of the year.  Your Supervising Teacher may request a log of instructional hours done throughout the 

week if there is an academic concern for your student.   
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Also, a parent needs to be prepared for a discussion regarding how long the work sample took the student to 

accomplish.  The amount of time it took for the student to complete the work sample needs to be written on the 

work sample itself.  This change has been made in response to a request by the TRHS auditors to provide this 

time as per legal mandate.   

 

The parent, with help from their Supervising Teacher, needs to provide grade appropriate work samples each 

Learning Period.  The Supervising Teacher must be able to link each work sample to a grade level standard 

since TRHS is a California Public School. 

 

 

 



8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials Information 

 

Check Out Procedures 

 

Non-Consumables: An item that is not used up during normal use and can be used again. 

• To borrow any non-consumable materials from the backroom lending library- Check the item (s) out 

through the Tiny Cat System if your Supervising Teacher is not available. 

• TRHS will also keep copies of each family’s materials orders and will mark which items are non-

consumable.  These will need to be returned to the TRHS campus.  Supervising Teachers will check at 

the end of the year for any non-consumables that may need to be returned. 

 

Library Books: 

• The Nevada City Site Student Library books are color coded by reading level. 

• Students and parents check out and return their library books on the library computer- Check the library 

books out through the Tiny Cat System. 

• Students and parents check the library book(s) back in when done using the same Tiny Cat System. 

 

Chromebooks & Hot Spots: 

 

• Please notify your Supervising Teacher if you want to check out a Chromebook and/or hot spot. 
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Acceptable Use of Student Educational Funds 

 

As a family with a student enrolled at TRHS, you work closely with your Supervising Teacher to determine how 

you use your student educational funds in accordance with your student’s personalized homeschool program and 

learning goals.  You do have choice in materials and services but TRHS operates with public money and therefore, 

we must follow state laws regarding what may be purchased.  Always check with Your Supervising Teacher 

to see if the curriculum and/or materials you need are already available for loan at TRHS. 

 

The following are the primary considerations used when determining what is acceptable use of allocated funds.  

All requests for purchases and/ or services must be approved by your Supervising Teacher, according to 

purchasing guidelines, prior to being submitted. 

• Families must remember that the $1,000 per semester per student educational allowance is taxpayer 

money.  Any item that is purchased with public money is the property of TRHS and must be brought 

back to the school once not needed anymore for that student.  These items are a loan to the family and 

need to be brought back either at the end of the school year or upon disenrollment.  Consumable 

products like pencils, paper, crayons etc are not meant to be returned to TRHS. 

• Families must be able to explain to their Supervising Teacher how an item or service that is being 

purchased is linked to their student’s educational progress.  Every item and/or service must be 

appropriate to the student’s educational progress. 

• Families will be unable to purchase any more items than what is needed to complete one to two 

projects. 

• The majority of a student’s funds need to be used per semester.  For example, if a family is going to use 

a student’s $2,000 budget for the school year, $1,000 of that budget needs to be spent within the first 

semester by Winter Break and then the other $1,000 can be used during the next semester before the cut 

off date for orders in Spring.  The Student Educational Funds are to be used for that school year. 

• The student educational funds are per student and not per family.  Legally, student funds need to be used 

for that student and not for other students even if they are siblings.  

• Books need to be age-appropriate reading material. 

• Supplies must be basic grade.  TRHS cannot pay for professional grade supplies. 

• Materials must be non-toxic and safe to have in a home or school environment. 

 

 

Caps on Items: 
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• Printer- $300 cap 

• Sewing Machine- $150 cap 

 

*If you are interested in using a 3D printer as an educational tool, 3D printers are to be checked out through 

TRHS 

 

Non-Acceptable Use of Student Educational Funds 

 

Again, because TRHS is a public California school, student education funds must follow certain guidelines.  

Listed below are examples of materials and items TRHS cannot provide. 

• Any item, material or curriculum considered sectarian or denominational as per California state law. 

• Any item, material, or curriculum we currently have stocked in the check-out library on site. 

• Furniture, storage, organizational items, etc. that are considered non-educational household items. 

• Potentially dangerous items, such as knives, paper cutters, dissection kits, or any items with blades 

• Computer parts, equipment or software upgrades for personal computers.  Exceptions are made for 

printer ink. 

• Personal or sized or sports equipment like skis, safety equipment or clothing. 

• Recreational items like bikes, scooters or skateboards. 

• Rentals for sports activities. 

• “High Risk” activities such as ski passes and ropes courses.  The activity must have vendor employee 

close supervision and/or instruction. 

• Fax machines, copiers over $350, phones, televisions, video player, power tools or dictation equipment. 

• Kitchen equipment like popcorn poppers, trays, plates or silverware. 

• Yard equipment like lawn watering kits, greenhouses, garden ponds, or swimming pools. 

• Dangerous items such as poisons, weapons, trampolines, rocket engines, power tools, or welding 

equipment. 

 

Special Requests 

 

Your student’s educational path is unique and personalized.  If you have a request that is considered outside of 

acceptable use of funds, please discuss this request with your Supervising Teacher who will then consult the 

Purchasing Team.  However, though we try to make reasoned consideration of special requests, please keep in 

mind that we may not be able to accommodate your special request due to the following: 

• A particular vendor cannot accept purchase orders. 

• It is past the school year purchasing deadlines. 

• Too late in the year for educational benefit. 

• The item or material is already available for loan by the school. 

• Excessive multiple supplies or excessive cost. 

• Educational goal cannot be adequately justified. 

**Any property that is willfully damaged or lost must be replaced or paid for by the student/parent. 

** TRHS CANNOT reimburse families for ANY purchase they make.  ALL purchases must be made by TRHS. 
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Vendor vs. Service Provider 

 

Vendor:  A company selling materials or curriculum. 

 

These companies must: 

• Be located in the United States. 

• Accept Purchase Orders. 

• Be able to ship to the school site. 

• Have an adequate supply of items. 

 

Service Provider: An independent contractor who provides lessons in an educational subject, tutoring services, 

musical lessons, physical activity, enrichment, etc. 

 

Independent contractors must: 

• Be requested by the parent. 

• Be fingerprinted with Twin Ridges Home Study Charter School. 

• Hold a certificate of liability insurance. 

• Provide a proof of business. 

• Sign a contract 

• Complete and supply proof of Mandated Reporter Training completion. 

• Provide proof of TB Clearance. 

• Provide a list of classes with cost provided by the independent contractor. 

• If providing any academic services, a resume or list of qualifications must be submitted to the TRHS 

Director.  Academic services refers to when students may use the services as instructional time 

according to the Master Agreement or academic work samples are used while attending the services. 

 

NOTE:  ALL OF THE ABOVE MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE STARTING SERVICES.  TRHS 

CANNOT PAY FOR SERVICES RENDERED BEFORE THE CONTRACT IS COMPLETE.  ALSO, TRHS 

CAN ONLY PAY FOR LESSONS OR SERVICES UNTIL THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL. 
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